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1. INDIAN AIDE MEMOIRE HAS BEEN RECEIVED IN DEPT. 

BECAUSE OF ALLEGATIONS OF POSSIBLE CUSTOMS VIOLATIONS, 

WE ARE UNABLE TO SHOW DOCUMENT TO MACFARLAND OF NORTON 
SIMON FOUNDATION OR TO REVEAL DETAILS. KUX EXPLAINED 
THIS TO MACFARLAND DEC. 27; ALSO INDICATED INDIAN 
EMBASSY CONFIRMED IMPRESSION REPORTED DELHI 14759 THAT GOI 
WAS NOT INTERESTED IN HAVING US PURSUE ANY LEGAL ACTION 
AT THIS TIME. 

2. ACCORDING TO INDIAN CHARGE GONSALVES, AIDE MEMOIRE 
IS FOLLOW ON TO VISIT TO US EARLIER IN 1973 BY INDIAN 
POLICE OFFICIAL. GONSALVES SAID GOI DID NOT WANT USG 

TO TAKE ANY FORMAL ACTION ON AIDE MEMOIRE WHILE POSSIBILITY 

EXISTED OF AMICABLE SETTLEMENT WITH NORTON SIMON. 
GONSALVES STATED THAT GOI WAS UNAWARE OF HIS CONTACTS WITH 
NORTON SIMON FOUNDATION WHEN AIDE MEMOIRE PREPARED. 
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3. GONSALVES GAVE US FURTHER FILL-IN ON CONTACTS WITH 
FOUNDATION. AS RESULT THEIR TALKS, IN WHICH FOUNDA- 
TION EXPRESSED INTEREST IN SETTLEMENT BUT MADE NO 
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS, GONSALVES SAYS HE HAS RECOMMENDED 
POSSIBLE PACKAGE DEAL TO GOI UNDER WHICH (A) GOI WOULD 
WITHDRAW OBJECTION TO INCLUSION OF NATARAJ IN PLANNED 
MET EXHIBIT, (B) FOLLOWING EXHIBITION, NATARAJ WOULD 

BE RETURNED TO INDIA, AND (C) GOI WOULD COMPENSATE FOUNDA- 
TION WITH OTHER INDIAN ART OBJECTS. 

4. GONSALVES HAS NOT YET RECEIVED WORD ON GOI RESPONSE, 

BUT EXPECTS THIS SHORTLY. HE THINKS QUESTION OF 
COMPENSATION FOR WHAT GOI CLAIMS STOLEN PROPERTY MAY 
CAUSE POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES IN INDIA, BUT HAS ARGUED 

THAT ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE LENGTHY, COSTLY AND UNCERTAIN 
LITIGATION. GONSALVES AGREED THAT VISIT BY MACFARLAND 
COULD BE USEFUL ONCE GOI MAKES UP MIND ON SORT OF 
SETTLEMENT IT WILLING TO ACCEPT. 

COMMENT: 

5. /WE ARE ENCOURAGED FROM YOUR CONTACTS AND WHAT WE 
HEAR FROM MACFARLAND AND GONSALVES THAT MUTUALLY 
SATISFACTORY DEAL MAY BE IN OFFING. PERHAPS EMBASSY 
CAN NUDGE GOI ALONG IN COMING UP WITH QUICK RESPONSE TO 
PROPOSED VISIT BY MACFARLAND AS HE SEEMS EAGER TO COMMENCE 
DISCUSSIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF FOUNDATION'S 
INTEREST IN HAVING NATARAJ INCLUDED IN MET SHOW. 

6. WHILE WE WILL HOLD IN ABEYANCE ANY FORMAL ACTION 
ON AIDE MEMOIRE, WE ARE FORWARDING DOCUMENT TO 
CUSTOMS REQUESTING THEIR ASSESSMENT OF INDIAN CLAIM 
REGARDING POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF US REGULATIONS. KISSINGER 
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